
Folsom City Council Candidate Rob Ross responses: 

Question 1: How do you propose to address the parking issues in Historic Folsom? 

Parking in Folsom’s Historic District has been an ongoing issue and concern for over 20 

years.  The city of Folsom has made some impact with the completion of the Sutter Street 

parking garage which holds 315 cars.  However, the garage is still inadequate with the 

growing number of businesses that are locating in Historic Folsom.  The addition of Scott’s 

Seafood restaurant and Willamette Valley Vineyards will easily add another 50-100 cars 

daily that will need parking.  I believe that a reasonable option is the parking area behind 

Sutter Street that borders Leidesdorff & Wool Street which could be a potential location for a 

new parking structure that can house far more cars than the existing structure.  In order to 

preserve the historic look and feel of the Historic District this parking structure must be made 

to resemble architectural design standards from the era of buildings in the Historic District.  

This additional garage could pull cars off Sutter Street and out of the Residential Areas.  

Additionally, I believe that we need to address concerns from Historic District residents 

about parking that occurs in the residential areas.  I do believe that an additional parking 

structure would help, it will not eliminate the residential parking issues. I am in support of a 

time-based parking permit system that allows only permitted parking on days/evenings when 

the residential area is most affected. This would force parking to come down to the parking 

garages and lessen the impact on the residential areas. 

Question 2: What are your thoughts about the role of history in our community? 

Folsom has a rich history and it must be preserved.  Before we understand how to move into 

the future, we must understand what happened in the past.  Historic preservation is a way to 

celebrate civic pride and foster an appreciation for what happened in the past that makes 

Folsom what it is today.  When I personally visit sites with information plaques that detail the 

history of the area I am at, I read everything (much to the dismay of my young daughter who 

is impatient) because it gives me a better understanding of how this place came to be.  I 

believe that wherever possible we need to mark, protect, and preserve important history to 

tell a story and relive the experiences of those that came before us. 

 

 Question 3: Like the north side, the area south of Highway 50 has a rich history. We believe 

emphasizing that history in visible ways would go a long way toward unifying the south with 

the north. Do you agree? If so, what means would you propose? If you disagree, please 

explain why.  

I agree that emphasizing the history in visible ways would give the Folsom Ranch area a 

tighter bond with the north side of Folsom.  I am impressed at the extent that the Folsom 

Ranch development community conducted archaeological studies of the entire 3000+ acres of 

land.  There were many culturally significant artifacts found that have been turned over to the 

archaeological collections facility at Sonoma State University and others have been given to 

the Folsom Historical Society to be added to their collections for public display.  I believe 

that we should utilize the over 30 miles of trails in Folsom Ranch to provide public historical 

displays and interpretive signage detailing the history of the area.  Further, I would support 

additional artifacts and signage be located in the new community gathering center that is 

slated for the area.  By displaying these artifacts and detailing their historical significance 



through signage we can tell the story of John Rhoades and the activities of the Nisenan 

Native Americans before him.    

 

  

Question 4: In your opinion, what is the most appropriate use of the former Corporation 

Yard?  

 

I believe that the American River running through Folsom is one of Folsom’s most important 

assets.  I am sad that the (south) side of the river offers little access to people and almost no 

access to people who suffer from a lack of mobility.  I am in support of investing in 

community gathering spaces that are along our waterfront.  These gathering spaces promote 

“Coincidental Meetings” between neighbors, acquaintances, or friends that allow us to 

connect in a social way.  Each one of these social connections strengthens our community 

bond and brings us together in a way that fosters a vibrant community while keeping 

Folsom’s small-town feel. I want to be clear, I do not support any type of large-scale 

development in the river area or our corporation yard area. I am not in support of a hotel, 

resort, or housing. I want our river area and corporation yard to be developed in a way that 

invites people of all ages and abilities to come down to our river and enjoy walking on a 

promenade that showcases our rivers great history and gets people up close to native plant 

species and wildlife.  I believe there are many potential uses for our corporation yard and I 

am excited to help bring that beauty to a whole new generation of Folsom residents. 

 


