
Folsom City Council Candidate Kerri Howell responses: 

Question 1: How do you propose to address the parking issues in Historic Folsom? 

The City Council will be having a study session on this issue on October 25th.  We have 

discussed this issue many times in the past.  One of the problems is that there is not 

consensus among the residents of the HD.  There are those that want permitted parking, 

which leads to many unintended consequences as well as expenses.  There are others that are 

opposed to permitted parking.  There are people who want time limitations on parking and 

others who do not want timed parking.  The City and the merchants association have taken 

steps to remind people that there are parking lots and a parking structure that should be used 

as the first choice.  During large events in the HD, many of which are sponsored by the 

merchants association, parking is a problem.  The streets in the HD are public streets and 

other Folsom residents feel that they too should be able to use them, as well as park on 

them.  We will see where the discussion leads on October 25. 

Question 2: What are your thoughts about the role of history in our community? 

We are very proud of the history of the City of Folsom.  We are known internationally for 

having played a role in the Gold Rush, our Native American roots, the settling and 

contributions of the Chinese Community, the contributions of the African American 

Community, the Mormon Settlement, the Pony Express, the Railroad, the Power House, 

Folsom Prison and Johnny Cash, to name but a few.  I have always supported celebrating and 

teaching our residents about the history of the City, going back even further than Granite 

City.  I will continue to support those efforts. 

 

 Question 3: Like the north side, the area south of Highway 50 has a rich history. We believe 

emphasizing that history in visible ways would go a long way toward unifying the south with 

the north. Do you agree? If so, what means would you propose? If you disagree, please 

explain why.  

 “Unifying the south with the north” sounds like a reference to the Civil War.  The area was 

annexed several years ago – and it is Folsom, 95630 – period.  Ninety percent of the home 

sold to date that will likely be occupied later this year, or early next year were purchased by 

existing Folsom residents.  Those residents are simply moving from one part of Folsom to 

another.  With regard to the history of the 3,600 acres, the significant sites have been 

identified in the EIR for the area, mitigation measures are required when artifacts are 

identified, and archeologists are part of the development project team.  I fully support 

installation of monuments, signage and outreach to the Community so that residents and 

visitors alike are made aware of the history, as has been done on Sutter Street and elsewhere 

in Folsom. 

  

Question 4: In your opinion, what is the most appropriate use of the former Corporation 

Yard?  

 

The annexation of the property at White Rock Road was approved by LAFCO earlier this 

summer.  It is not yet the “former corporation yard” as the relocation of the Corp Yard is not 

expected to take place for at least 5 to 10 years.  I would support public meetings, with the 



residents that live near the current site, along with other stake holders, to discuss options for 

the reuse of the property.  That decision will be made by a future City Council, with 

significant outreach and input from the public.  To date, there have been very few public 

meetings on this specific subject.  The subject has been raised more recently as an ancillary 

issue during the meetings relative to the River District, but it has not been discussed as the 

focal point.  There is a candidate in this election cycle that appears to have made up his/her 

mind on this subject, and has actually stated that his/her objective, as stated at the Historic 

District Residents Association candidate forum is to secure 3 votes on the City Council to 

ensure that the property becomes a park – and specifically stated that he/she does not want 

the residents to decide the fate of that site.  I strongly disagree with that stance and would not 

make any decision on the reuse of the site without public input.    

 


