
Folsom City Council Candidate Chad Vander Veen responses: 

Question 1: How do you propose to address the parking issues in Historic Folsom? 

 I think we need to implement a combination of tactics to address the problem. The first is 

metered parking on Sutter St. The second is eliminating left turns from Riley on to Sutter 

St. The third is permit parking for the historic district neighborhoods. The fourth is 

shuttles from Glenn Station and Pavilions Shopping Center. And the fifth long term 

answer is a street car along the existing track from Costco/Palladio to Old Town.   

Question 2: What are your thoughts about the role of history in our community? 

As the old saying goes, those that don’t learn from history are doomed to repeat it. 

Conversely, if we learn from history we can make better choices for the future. That’s 

why it’s vital we not only preserve as much history as possible but take every chance to 

celebrate it. I am running to protect what makes Folsom the city we all love. And because 

of that I am committed to defending our historic places so future generations understand 

and protect the history on which our city is built.   

 Question 3: Like the north side, the area south of Highway 50 has a rich history. We 

believe emphasizing that history in visible ways would go a long way toward unifying the 

south with the north. Do you agree? If so, what means would you propose? If you 

disagree, please explain why.  

One of the real dangers of the South of 50 development proposal is how effectively cut 

off from the northside it will be. That’s why I believe we need to raise, across the board, 

developer impact fees to fund real infrastructure improvements so people can move more 

freely between the two regions. Furthermore, I believe we need to move to district 

representation on the council so that as our city grows, specific areas in Folsom have a 

representative working on behalf of those residents to ensure they do not get left behind.  

  

Question 4: In your opinion, what is the most appropriate use of the former Corporation 

Yard?  

 

The Corporation Yard land belongs to the people of Folsom. And as such it should be 

returned to the people. While not quite lakefront property, it is nevertheless a fantastic 

site for a near-shoreline public gathering place. I see no compelling reason why there 

should be any sort of housing or commercial development on the site. Rather, my vision 

is a sprawling public park with perhaps (if possible) a new kayak or paddle board 

launch/dock. This is Folsom’s opportunity to create our version of Golden Gate or 

Central Park.  

 


